
 

POPPING SCORECARDS 

Popping Scorecards According to WNHGA Rules 

Pops are the small dots or checks placed on the scorecard that should be equal in number 

to the player’s handicap allowance (handicap strokes) for a specified game. Once the 

player’s handicap has been determined for the course to be played, pops can be distributed 

among the holes going from most difficult hole to least difficult hole. The ranking of the 

difficulty of the hole is determined by members of the board of the Villages Golf and Country 

Club. Hole ratings vary from golf course to golf course. 

Shown below is The Villages’ golf course scorecard divided between front nine and back 

nine. The Ladies’ Hdcp line (the deepest tan line) shows the difficulty rating of the course 

holes for women players. Note that these ratings are different from the hole ratings for men 

(Men’s Hdcp line). For women players at The Villages, hole 16 is rated as the most difficult 

hole, and hole 4 is rated as the least difficult hole. 

 

Examples: 

1. A player with a nine-hole handicap of 18. 
 

Eighteen divided by nine holes is two. Two 

pops for each hole, and this applies to the  

front nine or back nine. 

 

 

2. A player with a nine-hole handicap of 13  

playing the back nine. 
 

     Thirteen divided by nine gives one pop for 

each hole, making nine, with 4 pops left over. 

These pops are given on the four holes rated 

most difficult. In the case of the back nine, 

these holes are 16, 12, 10, and 14. 
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